
June 26, 1955 

Dr. H. R. C3lass 
Biology Jhpartment 
Johns Hopkim Universiw 

Dear &9nthy: 

I ari? writing to you apecificd.ly in your cqmity as ?resXdent of the 
Xmeric3n Institute of Biological W+,ences, but Without preclulQi.ng A pos- 
sible relationship to your other LPlterests. 

I want to ask whethsr you WDuld not think that an adeGuat43 dictionary 
would be of very great sake to biolo&A.e in all fields, ati be es~)~cially 
useful to help .mintain co~municntion from one fbeld to nnother. The problem 
first came to ay attmtion Nhen an editor of one of the better technical-med- 
cd. dictionaries asked for some advise on a fea terms. diftar looking through 
this dictionary, and a mmber of others, I concluded 11 the best thzt .~as no% 
available was not nearly good enough; 2) hay very valuably+ B rel&ible techni- 
cd. dictimary would be. 

An -mterprise of t&&s k3,m3 is not going to be easy. &msverl 3.f the A.PL3.S. 
were to take an intereat in it, ami act as liaeion between ohe of the m%ercti% 
publishers and tie cornunity of b&olgists, I think we wMM see a g%at ti:mve- 
mnt OvelC at is now available. '&e existfrg dfct%onaries suffer mostly frosn 
being stuffed with deadvroodp but also (perhqs espeuial2g in .ggetics!) tb 
dd'initions are not often enough precise and up-to-dirte, :mxi t.w -many term 
are left out. To my wind, a project of this kind would probably be at P-at t1s 
valuable as the Hnndbook of Biolo&al Data :vhich is being purrsued so extma%ve~. 

?.d. I ~3 sending 8 copy of this letter to %argaret (ireen nrd nerh3gs a 
co!qle of others to see what kim' of reaction they have too. 


